
JOHN G. NEIHARDT. POET
LAUREATE OF NEBRASKA

fciiv,
THJE first official recognition of

an American poet by a law¬
making body came during the

recent session of the Legislature of
Nebraska, when the Senate and
the House passed a joint and con¬
current resolution declaring John
G. Neihard\ Poet Laureate of Ne¬
braska. This official action by a great
Western State was taken by way of
recognizing the significance of the
American Epic Cycle upon which Nei-
hardt has been working steadily for
seven years and of which "The Song
of Hugh Glass" and "The Song of
Three Friends" have now been pub¬
lished. "The Splendid Wayfaring"
(Macmillan) is a prose work giving
the historical background of these
epics. Neihardt is now engaged In the
third part of the cycle, to be called
"The Song of the Indian Wars."
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Conrad admires
Fenimore Cooper

NOTES ON LIFE AND LETTERS. By
Joseph Conrad. Doubleday. Page &
Co.
THIS volume is made up of short

pieces that might have been
'pot-boilers." They appeared

in all sorts of newspapers and maga¬
zines. and some of them dtal with
matters of passing interest. But all
of them convey that conviction of
character and conviction of beauty
which are one in the man and artis:
Conrad.
He writes of things lie cares about

-literature, the sea. Poland. If he
writes about himself.as the essayist
is bound to do.it is never without
reserve, never, as he says, in dressing
gown and slippers:
"The only thing that will not be

found amongst those Figures and
Things that have passed away will
be Conrad en pantouflea. It is con-"
stitutional inability. 8chla!rock vnd
pantoffcln I Not that! Never! . .

I don't know whether I dare boast
like a certain South American general
who used to say that no emergency of
war or peace had ever found him
'with his boots off'; but 1 may say
that whenever the various periodicals
mentioned in this book called on me
to come and blow the trumpet of per¬
sonal opinions or strike the pensive
lute that speaks of the past, I always
tried to pull on my boots first. I
didn't want to do it. (!od knows!
Their Editors, to whom I beg to offer
iny thanks here, made me perform
mainly by kindness, but partly by
bribery. Well, yes! Bribery. What
can you expect? I never pretended
to be better than the people In the
next street or even in the same street."
But he is in a very different mood

of high-priestly seriousness when he
writes of books:
"Of all the inanimate objects, of all

men's creations, books are the nearest
to us, for the.v contain our very
thought, our ambitions, our indigna¬
tions, our illusions, our fidelity to

truth, and our persistent leaning to¬
ward error. But most of all they re¬

semble us in their precarious hold on

life. A bridge constructed according
to the rules of the art of bridge build¬
ing is certain of a long, hone-able and
useful career. But a book as good in
its way as the bridge may perish ob¬
scurely on the very day of »ts birth.
The art of their creators Is not suf¬
ficient to give them more than a mo¬
ment of life. Of the books born from
the restlessness, the inspiration and
the vanity of human minds, those that
the Muses would love best le more
than all others under the menace of
an early death. Sometimes their de¬
fects will save them. Somet.mes a
book fair to see may.to use a lofty
expression.have no individual soul.
Obviously a book of that sort cannot
die. It can only crumble into dust.
But the best of books drawing suste¬
nance from the sympathy and mem¬

ory of men have lived or. the brink of
destruction, for men's memories are
short and their sympathy is. we must
admit, a very fluctuating, unpiincipied
emotion."
And though ho writes well of Henrv

James, and Maupassant, there is a
more enthusiastic note in this passage
about an American author sometimes
underestimated by nis own country¬
men.James I-Viilmore Cooper. Con¬
rad has been speaking of Marrvat and
he goes on:
"At the same time, on ¦ the other

side of the Atlantic, another man
wrote of the sea with true artistic
Instinct. He is not invincibly young
and heroic; he is mature and human,
though for him also the stress of
adventure and endeavour must end
fatally in Inheritance and mar¬
riage. For James Fenimore Cooper
nature was not the framework, it was

an essential part of existence. He
could hear its voice, he could under¬
stand Its silence, and he could in¬
terpret both for us in his prose with
all that felicity and sureness of effect
that belong to a poetical conception
alone. His fame, as wide but less
brilliant than that of his contempo¬
rary, rests mostly on a novel which
is not of the sea. But he loved the
sea and looked at It with consummate
understanding. In his sea tales the
sea interpenetrates with life; it is
in n subtle way a factor in the prob¬
lem of existence, and for all Its great¬
ness It is always in touch vith the
men who, bound on errands of war or

gain, traverse Its Immense solitudes.
His descriptions have the magistral
ampleness of a gesture indicating the
sweep of a vast horizon. They em¬

brace the colours of sunset, the pea."
of starlight, the aspects of calm an,1
storm, the great loneliness of lh>'

Waters, the stillness of watchful
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coasts, and the alert readiness which peror and the Grand Duke Nicholas
marks men who live face to fice with
the promise and the menace of the
sea. He knows men and he knows the

of Russia; agid, I imagine, no more
bitter insult has been offered to
human heart and intelligence than

sea. His method may be often faulty, the way in which those proclamations
but his art is genuine. The truth Is were flung into the face of historical
within him." truth. It was like a scene in a cynical
"He wrote before the great Ameri- and sinister farce, the absurdity of

can language was born." says Conrad which became In some sort unfath-
of Cooper. So we have a language omable by the reflection that nobody
of our own. on the authority of one in the world could possibly be so ab-
who knows what language ought to be. Jeetly stupid as to be deceived for a

There are pieces horn of the wnr, single moment. At that time, and
but too good to pass with It. They for the first two months of the war,
deal chiefly with the work of Eng- 1 happened to be' in Poland, and I re-

land's navy and merchant marine, member perfectly well that, when
That Is Conrad the Englishman. The those precious documents came out,
voice of Conrad the Pole is heard in
a passage like this:
"When the war broke out there was

something grue.somely comic in the
proclamations of emperors and arch¬
dukes appealing to that Invincible soul
of a nation whose existence or moral
worth they had been so arrogantly
denying for more than a century.
Perhaps In the whole record of human
transactions there have never been
performances so brazen and so vile
as the manifestos of the German Em-

the confidence in the moral turpitude
of maiiktnd they implied did not even
raise a scornful smile on the lips of
men whose most sacred feelings and
dignity they outraged. They did not
deign to waste .heir contempt on

them."
A book of quality, to he felt in every

paragraph. The craftsmanship is like
that of the novels, but even those who
find Conrad's fiction hard to get into
may be won by these essays, brief,
direct, sincere.

Dr. Einstein's wartime protest

yis+s.s.k-
*1M

ONE very important fact has been
omitted from the short biogra¬
phy which appears in the first

part of the translation of Einstein's
own book, "The Theory of Re ativity"
(Henry Holt A Co.). It Is a Mt of per¬
sonal history that would have special
significance in both the American and
English editions. It is news .hat will
put Alderman Falconer In even a

tion corresponding to that of a univer¬
sity matriculation examination, and.
despite the shortness of the book, a

fair amount of patience nn;l force of
will on the part of the reader. The
au,thor has spared j.imself no pains In
his endeavor to present the rruir ideas
in the simplest and most intelligible
form. [And in closing] May
the book bring some one a f 'w happy
hours of suggestive thought!"
That last sentence endear:- the man

sorrier plight. The truth is that to us.|s «o modest and so sugges-
Elnsteln not only 3tood aloof from the
eighty-three German scientists and
men of letters who issued that stupen¬
dously dishonest manifesto In 1914, but
furthermore signed a formal protest
against it In company with the few
others who could not well their souls.
It is said that as a consequence he
bore the brunt of bitter attacks and
threats of mob violence 'rom his en¬
raged students.

In the preface it Is Inte r sting to

tlve of the Joy he himself has found
and believes others may find In these
scientific, investigations. Tn that pref¬
ace he holds out an encouraging hand
to all of us who have as much educa¬
tion as he specifies, and yet who have
seriously doubted our own capacity to
understand his theory. It !.. a chal¬
lenge to us to exert *'a fair amount of
patience and force of will" it we would
understand this momentous .heory. as

he himself has explained it.
note Prof. Einstein's decided'y human Now that Einstein has come among
touch. He very evidently believes his us and showed himse'f decidedly
theory can 1* understood by many human, perhaps we won't be quite so

mor»- than those reputed "six" of the afraid of his theory. Before his corn-
world's scientists. He says, in part: ing the reviewer for one regaided him
"The present book Is Intended, so fat as a phenomenal personification of the
as possible, to give an exact insight "nth power of knowledge, and did not
Into the theory of relativity *o those even dare to endow him In Imagina-
readers who, from a general scientific tion with the ordinary features nnd at-
and philosophical point of view, arc in tributes of a human being. He was

terested in the theory, but who are not nothing hut the emhodlment of a vast
conversant with the mathematical ap- understandable tlvory. Now we dis-
paratus of theoretical physl. s. The cover that he Is a human being as well
work presumes a standard of educa- as a genius.

Arnold Bennett on everything
THINGS THAT HAVE INTERESTED
ME. By Arnold Bennett. George H.
Doren Company.

agr.lnst their unkind fate."
Two Yorkshiremen worn discussing

their respective mayor*. very grand
person* In England. One said:
"Our Mayor weara a hi dy great

chnln."
"We let our old beggar go loose,"

f aid the Other.
He glvea thla elaaale verbatim record

of the customary remarka of a Mrltlah
oreheatral conductor, which sound*
..i ry like Sir Thnmaa Beecham. though
he names no names:
''Don't handicap the crescendo. . .

1 want a savage staccato. . . .

Weep. Mr. Parker: weep. .

That's Joll.v. That's Jolly. . . Now,
Equality, the flultreys, Henry James. S'dedrutns, assert yourself." He said.

Consisting of over 120 chapters, or

headings, this book presents an oppor¬

tunity of having a little chat with Mr.
Arnold Bennett every day for four
months, ranging through prize fights,
gambling at Monte Carlo, The Ttosen-
kavaller, Psychology of Russia, Eng-
>t»h Society In the Nineties, Balzac's
Technique. Interpreting the Gospel,
Calllaux, th« Jockey Club, the Slegn
of Paris. Morphia, Foch, Rostand. Sex

tbe Eragtie of Nations In 1320, James erslstent In getting an effect: "Sorry
Gordon Bennett. Hardships of the nul to tease you, gentlemen." He went on:

Ipg ('lass, and so rvn and so on. And
he Is always Interesting, thanks to a

style at once lucid, pointed and spon¬
taneous He gives many Instances of
wtt that l« peculiarly British He says,
for Instance, discussing the opera:
"Stout sopranos are not criminals.
thay are vie'una wtio flifM in vain

"Now, T want a sudden exquisite hush.
. . Everybody must he shadowy

together. . . . I«et the pizzicato act
as a sort of springboard to the pass¬
age. . . . Gentlemen of the first
f ddles, this isn't a bees' wedding; It's
fomethlng elemental."
He relates an appeal to Prov idence

during an air raid over the Midlands.
man we will call Mr Blgsby was

staying In a house Inhabited by five
vomen. In the excitement one of the
women dropped on her knees and be¬
gan to pray. She appealed to Iro i-
dence with great apparent sincerity,
then suddenly Jumped up and cried.
"Oh dear, this is no good. I'm Kolng
to fetch Mr. Bigsby." and ran out of
the room.

.On the subject of "Style. Mr. 1 en-
nett takes to task the writer of the
phrase, "The King and Queen were

present at a first night in a London
theatre last evening for the Initial
time of their reign." He thinks the
word "initial" quite out of place. Jetwe And the author himself a few
pages later speaking of Sir W illiamOrSn'. portrait at Mr Wln.ton
Churchill as "an extremely accom¬

plished piece of representational art.
Mr. Bennett's art is well illustrated

in his sketches of Koch and Liuden-
dorff:
"Foch is the one man in Europe

who no doubt is saying quietly to

himself: 'I've done it. I've done the
trick.' For the entire situation to¬

day is built upon a couple of days
work in July. IMS. and the creative
strategy of one man. If the Germans
had not been outmanoeuvred the psy¬
chology of the whole world would have
been utterly different.
"Hlndenburg threw down his news¬

paper and walked out of a little ca.e
in a provincial town and crossed the
German Empire to kill a hundred
thousand Russians in a day. He dip
it perfectly. The rest of his reputa¬
tion was meretricious. Nothing could
stop I.udendorff from climbing over
him I.udendorff has about forty times
mure brains than Hlndenburg. He
did all but become one of the greatest
generals of all time. Then it was
discovered that lie was lavishing on

war highly distinguished gifts which
Heaven had meant for the gaming
saloon. He was indeed a very finished
poker-player.who lost. He showed a

countenance calculated to persuade
nearly everybody that three of a
kind' was a 'royal flush.' Lnhappily
for him, some one said to him at tho
wrong moment: 'I'll see >'°u- *

that was the end of Ludendorff as one
of the greatest generals of all "

After seeing Carpentier knock out
the British champion. Beckett, to the
amazement and grief of the entire
British sporting world, he moralises
on what he had seen:
"Was the show worthy of the time

and talents lavished on its prepara¬
tion worthy of the tradition, of the
prowess, of the fostering newspapers,
of Mr. Cochran? It was. Was it a

moral show? It was. Was it an

[esthetic show? B was. Did It up¬
lift' It did. Did it degrade? It did
not. Was It offensive? No. Ought
the noble art continue? It ought. I
had been deeply interested."
Bennett lived five years in 1 arts,

and dabbled in art. Hence he was im¬
mensely flattered when . the , * rench
water colorist Pierre Laprade said
on inspecting some of his work.
.Monsieur, you have three times too
much cleverness, and your work is u -

terlv Without Interest." He was en-

ruptured that he had three times too
much cleverness. He produced one

masterpiece.which his American pub¬
lisher appropriated and used, as a
book covering, in colors, for one o

Us books Of the French and Mont-
mnrtre he writes:
"The waiters were human; they at

inhuman in London. The concierges
were fiends, hut they were human
fiends. Virtue and wickedness were

equally apparent and equally candl^Hvpoortsv alone was absent. Within
a mile of the Rue d'Aumale-nustere
silent, distinguished, ley. beautiful
could find more intellectual honesty
than In the whole of England.

Rut having a "most disturbing sus¬

picion" that he was losing touch with
England and that his literary work
would suffer, he departed from I aria,
and says:
"And I saw the tall of the last van

us It rounded the corner. And I gave
up the keys so bright with use. And
T definitely quilted the land where
eating and love are understood, where
art and learning are honored, where
women well dressed and without illu¬
sions are not rare, where thrift flour¬
ishes. where politeness is practised
and where politics are shameful and
grotesque. 1 prefer to live In England
and regret France than to live In
France and regret England. I think
the permanent exile is a pathetic fig¬
ure. 1 suppose I have a grim pas¬
sion for England. But T know why
France is the darling of the nations.

His last and shortest chapter I"
called "The Transatlantic View.' The
wife of an American official, staggered
and delighted at the spectacle of a

very great munitions factory In Brit¬
ain said "I can Just feel the monarch¬
ical principle pulsating through all this
effort." Bennett, even more^ than
Wells, is a cockney product. We pre¬
fer Bennett, since he is entirely free
from speculation nhotit the universe
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